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Mr. McCie.uan, from the Committee on Public Works, submitted 
the following 


REPOR 
[To accompany 8. 1020 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1020) to authorize a preliminary examination and survey of Las 
Vegas Wash and its tributaries, Las Vegas and vicinity, Nevada 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend 
ment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of this bill is to provide for a preliminary examination 
and survey for flood control and allied purposes on Las Vegas Wash 
and its tributaries by the United States Corps of Engineers, and 
similar survey for runoff and water-flow retardation and soil-erosio: 
prevention on the drainage area of that stream by the Department 
of Agriculture. 

Las Vegas Wash is an intermittent tributary of Lake Mead, which 
flows through the eastern limits of Las Vegas and North Las Vegas, 
Nev. These urban areas have a present population of about 30,000, 
and this is the second largest urban center in Nevada. The growth 
of these cities is limited by the topography to expansion in an eastward 
direction into the drainage area of Las Vegas Wash and its tributaries, 
including the flood plains, and many agricultural, commercial, and 
residential developments have recently taken place in those areas 
which were formerly in a desert. 

Las Vegas Wash and its tributaries are subject to destructive flash 
floods from storms of cloudburst proportions in the surrounding hills 
above the city, which descend in a wall of water carrying large amounts 
of ‘sediment and debris. Damages were formerly sustained by rail- 
roads and highways, but residential and agricultural properties are 
being severely damaged since their location in the flood plains. These 
floods usually occur in the late summer and have a frequency of about 
once in 2 years. 





EXAMINATION AND SURVEY FOR FLOOD CONTROL 


The committee considers this examination is of such urgent nature 
that its early completion is believed desirable. This survey cannot be 
covered by a committee resolution as provided by law, and its post- 
ponement until the next flood-control act would leave this important 
urban center subject to the continuing hazards of destructive floods. 

The reports of the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of Agri- 
culture follow. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., June 8, 1951. 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate. 

Dear SENATOR CHAVEZ: Reference is made to your request for the views of 
this Department concerning S. 1020, Eighty-second Congress, to authorize a 
preliminary examination and survey for flood control and allied purposes of Las 
Vegas Wash and its tributaries, Las Vegas, Nev., and vicinity. 

The Department of the Army has considered the above-mentioned bill. The 
purpose of the bill (5S. 1020) is to authorize the Chief of Engineers to make a pre- 
liminary examination and survey for flood control and allied purposes of Las 
Vegas Wash and its tributaries, Las Vegas and vicinity, Nevada, and to authorize 
the Secretary of Agriculture to make a preliminary examination and survey for 
runoff and water-flow retardation and soil-erosion prevention on such drainage 
area, the cost thereof to be paid from appropriations heretofore or hereafter 
made for such purposes. 

It is estimated that an examination such as that proposed to be made by the 
Chief of Engineers in 8. 1020 would cost approximately $7,500, but insufficient 
information is available to permit the cost of a survey to be estimated at this 
time. The preliminary examination would determine the approximate cost of 
the survey. 

Local interests are anxious to have made the examinations and surveys and, for 
that reason, this Department offers no objection to enactment of the proposed 
legislation 

This report has been coordinated among the departments and boards of the 
Department of Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that, while there is no objection to the 
submission of this report, it appears preferable to the Bureau that authorization 
of the proposed preliminary examination and survey be deferred until such time 
as it can be included in an omnibus flood-control bill 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK Pace, Jr., 
Secretary of the Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, April 3, 1951. 
Hon. DENNIS CHAVEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
United States Senate. 

Dear SENATOR CHAVEZ: We have your request of March 3, 1951, for comments 
of this Department on 8. 1020, a bill to authorize a preliminary examination and 
survey for flood control and allied purposes of Las Vegas Wash and its tributaries, 
Las Vegas, Nev., and vicinity. 

The Las Vegas Wash is an intermittent stream discharging into Lake Mead. 
Technically, therefore, it is a part of the Colorado River watershed. It is our 
understanding that this small watershed has not heretofore been authorized for 
investigations under authority of the flood-control acts. 

This Department has initiated a survey on the Colorado River watershed. It is 
our desire to encompass the Las Vegas Wash in this survey and subsequent report. 
We therefore concur in 8S. 1020, which would provide the necessary authorization. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the program of 
the President, there is no objection to the submission of this report 

Sincerely, 
CuHARLEs F. BRANNAN, Secretary 





